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GREEN EAGLES

by Bill Anderes

On May 3, 2003, nine intrepid Y aung Eagles took to the skies
over Greenwood Lake airport in West Milford, NJ, courtesy of
Chapter 501. Nat unusual one might say, since Chapter 501
flies Young Eagles twice a year at its home base at Lincoln
Park, NJ. But these youngders were pedal in tha they were
residents of Green Residential Community Home in Ringwood,
NJ.

Green RCH isone of 21 homes administer ed by the New Jersey
Juvenile Justi ce Commission throughout the State. Located in
rural Passaic County on the grounds of Ringwood State Park,
Green RCH is afacility for younge male juvenile dfenders
between the ages of 13 and 16.

Y.E. Coordinator Bill Anderesruns ground school at
Green Residential Home the day before the flights.

Jm Doone, Superintendent of the facility explains,
“theprogram’s goal istoprovide a safe, secure, and structur ed
environment where program participants can learn to modify
their behaviors and reactions. Thestaff, ading as role models,
instill asense of esprit de corps, teach realisticgoal setting and
promate responsible decision making. Thekidslearnto adapt
to change, accept accountabili ty and develop self-discipline. In
addition to attending formal school dasses every day, the
yaungsters perform communi ty service work on the grounds of
Ringwood State Park, Ringwood Manor and Skylands Manor.
They adso provide assistance to the municipal government,
ambulance corps, fire department, a local battered women's
shelter and maintain oneof the town’s main roadsthrough the
Adopt-A-Road Proggam.  Through a oontrad with the
Playwright's Theater of New Jersey, the youngsters ae
instructed in the writing and performance of one-act plays
which are presented at the Playwright s Theater in Madison,
NJ.”

Last fall, Doone and 501 Secretary Dick Wedemeyer crossed
pathsat a sodal function. After hearing Wedemeyer’'s'Y oung
Eagles sales pitch, Doone was eager to find away to partidpate
in the program. Not only wouldthe youngsersbe introduced to
thethrill of flying, but Doane envisioned udng the program as

Newly minted Y oung Eagles show off certificates.

an incentive for self-improvement and to enhance goa
accomplishment. Working through the Juvenile Justice
Commission, Doone was able to obtain State acceptance of
Y oung Eagles as an approved activity. Planning continued
with Chapter 501
throughout the winter,
culminating in the May
3“event. TheGreenwood
Lake airport provided a
convenient location in
that it is only 5 miles
from the Green RCH
P facility. The day before,
Bill Anderes, Chapter 501
Young Eagles
Coordingor, conducted a
ground school session for
the enthusiastic
participants. Anderes
said, “When one o the
kids is able to explain
I Bernouli’ sPrincipletothe
other kids, you know you
have an enthusiastic
bunch.!”

Wedemeyer, Chapter 501
Treawurer, provided the rides in his C-172 the next day.
Chapter members Linda Giordano, Gene Friedemann, Don
Provost and Howie Burch also graciously helped out.

Y .E. pilot Dick Wedemeyer
signs off 9 new Young Eagles at
Greenwood L ake Airport.

With the averageresidency of the youngdersbeing between 6
to 12 months, it isexpected that Green RCH will participatein
Chapter 501’s Y oung Eagles Frogramon aregular basisin the
future. Tofurther enhance cooperation between Y oung Eagl es
and the Juenil efacilities contact information for the other 20
facilities has been nt to the appropriate EAA Chaptas
throughout the State and visa-versa.

Thelesson |learned---thereare Y oung Eagles out therein those
nooksand crannies, especidly yauthswho mayneedahelping
hand. As far as nine eager boysin Ringwood, NJ go, color
them GREEN!



